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Deep in the Sierra Nevada mountains,
in a peaceful forest, lives Eugene Bear.



Every year is the same for Eugene Bear.

a

ELGENE



He plays with all of his friends
during the summer,
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but during the winter he hibernates
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THE DARK BEAR RISES

Come spring time, he gets up




and all he hears about are the great gifts
that Santa brought his friends.




But Santa skips over Eugene
because he's hibernating.
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And every year Eugene
misses Christmas.
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Eugene decides he's not going fo hibernate,
he'll stay awake all winter
and wait for Santa.
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As the winter months set in,
Eugene is determined fo stay awake.
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' He sets every alarm he has



and makes many, many,
many pots of coffee.




-~ He even has his friends there
to wake him if he falls asleep.
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As Christmas approaches,



a snow storm_

passes over the foreif ‘




making the power go out
in Eugene’s den.




All of Eugene's friends are home
in.their beds










and if's getting
harder for him to




Eugene decides fo take his blankets
and .




and sit down in front of his den
to wait for Santa.




As the night grows darker,
' Eugene’s eyes get heavier;
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Y  Just before midnight,
Santa arrives in the fomsiL

ready to deliver presents.




Santa heard how much
Eugene has been
ard

as.




Knowing that bears
need their sleep in the winter
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and get very angry if you wake them,
he quietly sets down a gift next to Eugene.
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fore Christmas Morning.
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The snow melts and like all bears,

Eugene wakes up. 5

ELGENE




Once again he ha
slept through Christmas.



But there next to him he notices
the perfectly wrapped gift from Santa.







Eugene wasn't fi
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